Overview and history of the “Season of Creation”  by Louk Andrianos (webinar, 28-06/2017)
The season of Creation is an ecumenical collective call to pray/care for the Creation (nature or environment) and it starts on September 1st and ends on October 4th every year. The World Council of Churches stated 1st September to 4th October as “Time for Creation” since 2008 – or Season of Creation since 2016. Some churches use the term “Creation time as well.
The beginning and the end date of the season of Creation are linked with the concern for creation in the Eastern and the Western traditions of Christianity, respectively.
Why September 1st? September 1st was proclaimed as a day of prayer for the natural environment by the late Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I in 1989. The Orthodox Church year (*ecclesiastic year) starts that day with a commemoration of how God created the world. In 1991, the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (the Green Patriarch) I has followed and given more importance to the commemoration of the 1st September as time for Creation and beginning of the Ecclesiastic year in Orthodox churches.
Why October 4th? On 4 October, Roman Catholics and other churches from the Western traditions commemorate St Francis of Assisi (died on October 3, 1226), known to many as the author of the Canticle of the Creatures (A praise of God for the creatures: sun, moon, stars, wind, water, fire, earth). 
Why Time for Creation during 5 weeks from September 1st to October 4th? The proposal to celebrate a Time for Creation during these five weeks was made by the Third European Ecumenical Assembly in Sibiu, Romania in 2007 (4-9 September 2007 with the exhortation of the Ecumenical Patriarch himself for ecumenical response) . The following year (2008), the WCC Central Committee invited churches to observe Time for Creation through prayers and actions. 
We mean to celebrate and act for the Creation continuously for five weeks from September 1st to October 4th. We mean it as season not just two times on September and October but starting from September until October, even beyond! Praising and protecting the Lord’s Creation all year as part of living the Gospel of Christ!
In 2015, Pope Francis has designated September 1st as a World Day of Prayer for Care of Creation for the worldwide Roman Catholic Church as well. 
Since last year in 2016,  Season of Creation initiative started on inter-religious level, (involving mainly the Orthodox, Anglicans, Catholics, and other Christian denominations) following the decision of the Pope Francis to urge the Catholics to join the Orthodox (since 1989) and other Ecumenical churches (promoted by the World Council of Churches since 2007) to celebrate together Creation. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Season of Creation was first run in “2016” with the contributions of volunteers from the Global Catholic Climate Movement (Tomas Suna and Christina Leano), the World Council of Churches (Henrik Grape, Athena Peralta and Louk Andrianos), the ActAlliance (Isaiah Toroitich and collborators), the Anglican Communion Network (Rachel Mash) and the Pope’s worldwide Prayer network. More partners are welcome to join and we wish to enlarge it into inter-faith action!

We need to broaden this initiative and call all believers to be involved in the care for Creation. There is a huge work but few workers as the Lord Jesus said in Luke 10:2.  “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few”. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest...”

 We pray through this webinar that The Lord will provide new workers for the Care for the Creation and they may spread the word and act together. Because the Creation of God – Our common Home- is in danger (Rom 8:20) and it is our duty to preserve it and to give praise God for it.


 
 

 


